
 

Curtiss-Wright's Chairman and CEO Martin Benante to Receive Top 100 Stars of Aerospace 
Award on Behalf of Company Co-Founder at Upcoming Paris Air Show 

CEO Will Represent Visionary Corporation With Links to Three of Aviation's Most Renowned Pioneers

ROSELAND, N.J., Jun 17, 2003 /PRNewswire-FirstCall via COMTEX/ -- Curtiss-Wright Corp. (NYSE: CW, CW.B) announced 
today its Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Martin Benante, will accept a prestigious award on behalf of company founder 
and aviation pioneer, Glenn Hammond Curtiss. The award, to be given at a gala banquet on June 18th at the historic Parisian 
Salle Wagram, is slated to coincide with the annual Paris Air Show, the world's largest, which dates back to 1909. 

As part of the ongoing centennial anniversary of manned, powered, controlled and sustained flight, the ceremony will honor the 
"Top 100" most important, interesting and influential figures in the global aerospace community, past and present. 

Sponsored by Aviation Week and Space Technology, winners of this special award were selected from a pool of more than 750 
nominees determined by the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronauts (AIAA) and the International Council of the 
Aeronautical Sciences (ICAS). Voting was open to more than one million aerospace professionals in 180 countries via 
electronic balloting. 

Curtiss-Wright's pedigree stretches from the historic Wright Flyer to the unmanned Global Hawk, which led the way in battlefield 
reconnaissance during the recent Iraq war. It is the only company that can boast a direct link to three of aviation's most 
recognized pioneers. Each of the company's founders has been elected to the National Inventor's Hall of Fame and is 
internationally recognized throughout the industry for their leading roles in ushering in the aviation era and changing the world 
of transportation forever. 

In 1916, The Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Company went public and became the world's largest aircraft manufacturer, 
employing more than 18,000 people. During World War I, the company produced 10,000 aircraft at an incredible rate of more 
than 100 per week. Wright Aeronautical was incorporated in 1919 with a focus on the design and manufacture of aero engines. 
Wright's innovation led to the first mass produced air-cooled aero engine and was featured on Charles Lindbergh's historic 
Spirit of St. Louis flight. On July 5th, 1929, the companies originally formed by the Wright Brothers and Glenn Curtiss merged to 
form Curtiss-Wright Corporation. On August 5th, 1929 the company became listed on the NYSE where it still trades today.  

Curtiss, who is renowned in aviation circles for such innovations as the hydroplane, began experimenting in 1908 with the 
concept of a plane that could take off and land on water. After years of development, Curtiss successfully created the world's 
first practical seaplane, which gave birth to a new mission for the U.S. Navy. 

Over the years, Curtiss-Wright has expanded and become an industry leader for flow and motion control devices, as well as 
metal treatment services. The company continues to be at the forefront of technology as evidenced by its current work with the 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory on the laser peening process that has the potential to revolutionize the industry.  

"Rarely does a company have a chance to celebrate a real and meaningful link to one of the most significant moments in world 
history," said Benante. "Everyone at Curtiss-Wright is extremely proud that our three founders are being recognized 
internationally for their contributions to aerospace, and that our company is playing such a significant role in the Centennial of 
Flight celebration and the Paris Air Show. I am truly honored to accept this award on behalf of Glenn Hammond Curtiss." 

Curtiss-Wright Corporation is a diversified company headquartered in Roseland, New Jersey. The Company designs, 
manufactures and overhauls products for motion control and flow control applications and additionally is a provider of metal 
treatment services. The firm employs approximately 4,300 people. More information on Curtiss-Wright can be found on the 
Internet at www.curtisswright.com. 

About the Centennial Celebration of Flight 

On December 17, 1903, amid the sand dunes of Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, man's quest for powered flight became a reality 
when a small fabric and wood craft know as the Wright Flyer ushered in the aviation age. The team behind this legendary 
event, Orville and Wilbur Wright, along with aircraft designer Glenn Curtiss, gave birth to a new industry and founded Curtiss-
Wright Corporation, today a multinational provider of metal treatment, motion control and flow control systems for the 



aerospace and defense industries. For more information about the Centennial Celebration of Flight, visit 
www.curtisswright.com/centennial.asp. 

Forward-looking statements in this release are made pursuant to the Safe Harbor provisions of the Private Securities Litigation 
Reform Act of 1995. Such forward-looking statements are subject to certain risks and uncertainties that could cause actual 
results to differ materially from those expressed or implied. Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these 
forward-looking statements, which speak only as of the date hereof. Such risks and uncertainties include, but are not limited to: 
a reduction in anticipated orders; an economic downturn; changes in competitive marketplace and/or customer requirements; a 
change in government spending; an inability to perform customer contracts at anticipated cost levels; and other factors that 
generally affect the business of aerospace, defense contracting, marine, and industrial companies. Please refer to the 
Company's current SEC filings under the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, for further information. 

This press release and additional information is available at www.curtisswright.com and www.portfoliopr.com. 
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